
September 19, 2019

Invitation to serve as a Country Expert for the Varieties of Democracy Project

Dear Dr. Max Regus,

We are delighted to invite you to the next round of data collection which takes place from January 3 to 26,
2020.

Your role as a Country Expert

With this invitation letter, we invite you to contribute with your knowledge as a Country Expert.

The coding is entirely web-based and consists of online surveys with pre-defined options. The default
language for the survey is English, but it is also available in French, Spanish, Portuguese, and Russian. We
will make all collected data publicly available during 2020. We safeguard the anonymity of Country Experts
throughout the process.

The V-Dem surveys are grouped into five thematic clusters. Most experts are asked to complete one or two
of these clusters (3-6 surveys). We are able to offer a compensation of 25 USD for each completed survey.

    Cluster 1                 Cluster 2                 Cluster 3           
   Elections                    Executive                 Judiciary
    Political parties          Legislature               Civil liberty
                                      Deliberation             Sovereignty

     Cluster 4                   Cluster 5
     Civil society               Exclusion
     Media freedom          Digital Society*
     Political equality

*Previously World Social Media Survey

To preview the surveys, please consult the codebook (www.v-dem.net). Variables marked with the letter ‘C’
are included in the surveys.

Two New Surveys

In this year's data update two new surveys are included and make up a 6th survey cluster:

Party identity and organization: covering 1970-2019, ~30 indicators and remunerated with USD 120.
Civic and academic space: covering 1900-2019, ~17 indicators and remunerated with USD 75.
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Your Surveys

We would be grateful if you would be able to complete the surveys listed below. If there are other surveys
you would like to complete, let us know.

Cluster 1:
       Elections (national & subnational)
       Political parties & electoral systems
Cluster 3:
       Civil liberty
Cluster 6:
       Party Identity and Organisation
       Post-Survey Questionnaire

We are very grateful for your support for this initiative. Improvements in our understanding of democracy
depend upon the participation of experts around the world.

About Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem)

V-Dem is one of the largest-ever social science data collection efforts with a database containing more than
27 million data points. In 2016, V-Dem received the Lijphart/Przeworski/Verba Best Dataset Award
presented by the American Political Science Association, Comparative Politics Section.

V-Dem takes on a unique approach to conceptualizing and measuring democracy. We adopt a
multidimensional and disaggregated approach acknowledging the complexity of the concept of democracy
as a system of rule that goes beyond the simple presence of elections. The V-Dem distinguishes between
five high-level principles of democracy: electoral, liberal, participatory, deliberative, and egalitarian, and
collects data to measure these principles. The V-Dem dataset currently covers 202 countries from 1789 to
2018 and is available for download, free of charge or for online graphing tools at www.v-dem.net.
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Julio C. Teehankee
Regional Manager for South Asia and Southeast Asia
Associate Professor and Chair for the
International Studies Department
De La Salle University, Manila, Philippines
jteehankee@gmail.com

Adam Glynn (Associate Professor, Emory University)
Allen Hicken (Associate Professor, University of Michigan)
Brigitte Seim (Assistant Professor, University of North Carolina)
Dan Pemstein (Assistant Professor, North Dakota State University)
David Altman (Associate Professor, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile)
Jeffrey Staton (Associate Professor, Emory University)
Kelly McMann (Professor, Case Western Reserve University)
Michael Bernhard (Professor, University of Florida)
Pamela Paxton (Professor, University of Texas)
Patrik Lindenfors (Assistant Professor, Stockholm University)
Steven Fish (Professor, University of California, Berkeley)
Steven Wilson (Assistant Professor, University of Nevada)
Svend Erik Skaaning (Professor, Aarhus University)

Project Managers

V-Dem Principal Investigators

Michael Coppedge, University of Notre Dame, Coppedge.1@nd.edu
John Gerring, University of Texas at Austin, jgerring@austin.utexas.edu
Carl Henrik Knutsen, University of Oslo, c.h.knutsen@stv.uio.no
Staffan I. Lindberg, University of Gothenburg, sil@v-dem.net
Jan Teorell, Lund University, jan.teorell@svet.lu.se
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Africa

Abdoul Karim Saidou, Francophone West Africa,
Centre for Democratic Governance

Afolabi Olugbemiga Samuel, Anglophone Central &
Eastern Africa, Obafemi Awolowo University

Carlos Shenga, Lusophone Africa, Centre for
Research on Development

Daniel G. Ogbaharya, Horn of Africa, W. Illinois
University

Njekwa Mate, Southern Africa, University of Zambia

Richard Asante, Anglophone West Africa, University
of Ghana

Solofo Randrianja, Madagascar, University of
Toamasina

Asia & The Pacific

Asma Shakir Khawaja, South-Central Asia, National
Defence University

Julio C. Teehankee, Southeast Asia, De La Salle
University

Kharis Templeman, East Asia & Southeast Asia,
University of Michigan

Medet Tiulegenov, Central Asia, American University
of Central Asia

Regional Managers

Europe

Iryna Solonenko, East Europe, European University
Viadrina

Shpetim Gashi, Balkans, Council for Inclusive
Governance

Sokol Lleshi, Eastern Europe, Central European
University

Tiago Fernandes, Southern Europe, Lisbon University

Tom Louwerse, Western Europe, Leiden University

Vello Pettai, Baltics, University of Tartu, Estonia

Middle East & Northern Africa

Abdalhadi Alijla, Gulf, State University of Milan

Dina Kiwan, MENA, American University of Beirut

Hina Arroub, North Africa, Hypatia of Alexandria
Institute for Reflexion and Studies

Nour Awaiss, Lebanon, News Service Montreal,
Canada

The Americas & Caribbean

Carlos Gervasoni, South America, Universidad
Torcuato Di Tella

Cynthia Barrow-Giles, Caribbean, Cave Hill Campus

David Campbell, North America, University of Notre
Dame

Jose Antonio Aguilar Rivera, Mexico, CIDE

Kate Schuenke Lucien, Haiti, University of Notre Dame

Martín Tanaka, South America, Pontificia Universidad
Católica del Peru
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